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MEMBER NEWS, INTEREST GROUPS AND DINING

For Your Diary

From the CEO

 

Harbour Dining Room Members Bar Garage 
Date Day Breakfast  Lunch Dinner Lunch Dinner Opening Hours 

23rd Dec Friday Open Open Open Closed Closed 06.30-23.00 
24th Dec Saturday Open Closed Open Closed Closed 06.30-23.00 
25th Dec Sunday  Open Club Function Closed Closed Closed 11:00 – 16:00 
26th Dec Monday Open Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed 
27th Dec Tuesday Open Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed 
28th Dec Wednesday Open Open Open Closed Closed 06.30-23.00 
29th Dec Thursday Open Open Open Closed Closed 06.30-23.00 
30th Dec Friday Open Open Open Closed Closed 06.30-23.00 
31st Dec Saturday Open Closed Club Function  Closed Closed 06.30-23.00 
1st Jan Sunday Open Closed Club Function Closed Closed Closed 
2nd Jan  Monday Open Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed 

Please note the Club will be closed from Monday 2nd January re-opening on Monday 23th January 

Australia Day 

26th Jan Thursday Open Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed 

 

Christmas Trading Hours

Bridge Club  
13th December - Final Meeting 
Resuming again on February 7th 
$30pp 10.30am Albert Room

Regular Army Officers  
9th December - Final Meeting 
Resuming again on February 10th 
$65pp 2 course lunch & beverages 
12pm in the Members Bar

DECEMBER

JANUARY FEBRUARY 

REGULAR EVENTS

2 Members’ Jazz Night

14 Opera Dinner

15 Christmas Cinema Night

17 Christmas High Tea

21 Women’s Pioneer Society

25 Christmas Day Luncheon

31 New Years Eve Party

2-23 Club Closed 3 Members Jazz Night

11 Brunch with Jazz

14 Valentine's Day Dinner

15 Women's Pioneer Society

21 Business Networking

23 Penfolds Wine Dinner

20-25 Chinese Food Week

27 Ladies Committee

$299
PENFOLDS
DINNER

2017

Selection of Penfolds wines including two 
vintages of Grange with a complimenting 
five course degustation menu

call or email the events team
to avoid missing out
02 8273 2322
events@raca.com.au

The Strength of Our Convictions
“We must not be afraid to put into effect the strength of 
our own convictions, continue to use our imagination in 
winemaking generally, and be prepared to experiment in 
order to gain something extra, different and unique in the 
world of wine.” — Max Schubert

This year’s RACA Penfolds Dinner celebrates the father 
of Grange – Penfolds first Chief Winemaker Max 
Schubert.
Not just a visionary winemaker, the story of how Max 
hid his initial efforts from a disapproving Board until 
the wine and they themselves “saw the light” is an 
iconic Australian Pioneering story.
Jamie Sachs (Penfolds Amabassador) returns this 
year to celebrate the man and some of Penfolds 
greatest current wines. He will also bring not one but 
two Grange vintages for members to savour with our 
Head Chef ’s exciting culinary matches.
This Penfolds Dinner will be one for the ages.

L I M I T E D
T I C K E T S

23 FEB

Valentines Day
Enjoy a romantic evening in the
Harbour Dining Room for St. Valentine's Day.

Sparkling wine will be delivered to your table on arrival 
and a 6 course degustation menu specially crafted for 
the occasion by the Club's Executive Chef will follow.
$95  for 6 course meal / $140 with complimenting wines

We don’t believe that love should only be celebrated for just 
one day… so we are offering our Members an exclusive deal 
for the entire month of February. When you book 2 
consecutive nights throughout February, you will receive the 
second night at half price, on the day of arrival you will also 
be issued one complimentary beverage voucher per person 
to be redeemed in the Members Bar. This is available for 
any 2 nights and any room type you choose. Remember 
the accommodation rooms book out very quickly, so take 
advantage of your offer now to avoid missing out.

Join us this December and celebrate Christmas in style, with a 3 course 
delectable menu, along with a beverage package and a beautiful Opera 
performance by award winning Hannah Alexander.

Hannah has a wealth of performing experience, and has sung for Queen 
Elizabeth II, Barack Obama, on the Oprah Show, has joined Celtic Woman on 
their international tours, and has sung with various singers including Hugh 
Jackman, Ronan Keating, Guy Sebastian, Keith Urban, Katherine Jenkins 
and the Wiggles. With a night full of good company, a delicious meal and 
a breathtaking performance this Opera Dinner is sure to be a huge success.

Book now to avoid missing your spot by calling the events team on 8273 
2320 or email events@raca.com.au 
tickets $135 per person

Entree 
Salmon tartar with 
buckwheat pikelets 

acidulated cream and 
lime gel with marinated 

cockles

Mains 
4.5 hr Sous vide lamb 

rump on pumpkin 
skordalia with baby 

beetroots, roman 
artichokes and asparagus 
finished with chocolate 

balsamic jus

Dessert 
Caramel and pink 

peppercorn pineapple 
with passionfruit sorbet, 

pistachio rubble and 
crisp pineapple flowers

SYDNEY
CONSERVATORIUM 
OF MUSIC

CHINESE
FOOD WEEK

HARBOUR DINING ROOM
TWO COURSE MEAL / $50
THREE COURSE MEAL / $60

20-25TH FEBRUARY

Our delicacies make great gifts for your work colleagues, family 
members and friends, to order from our range please see the 
enclosed order form or contact our Stores Manager, Munur on
02 8273 2315

The Sydney Conservatorium of Music 2017 concert 
series will commence in March, the program will 
feature an array of listening delights across the 
musical spectrum including: Symphonic, Choral, Jazz, 
Modern, Chinese and Early Music Concerts. In 2017, 
the Conservatorium will continue their very popular 
lunchbreak concert series with performances held at 
12.30pm on Wednesdays and Thursdays each week 
during semester, with entry by gold coin donation. 
Our students also enjoy performing for patrons in 
the beautiful Great Hall at the University of Sydney 
Camperdown campus for four lunchbreak concerts 
per year. The Conservatorium also hosts two Opera 
performances each year in Semester 1 and Semester 
2 with evening and matinee shows. 

Concert information will be uploaded on The 
Conservatorium of Music website in early 2017, please 
visit music.sydney.edu.au for details and to purchase 
your tickets.

Kick off your year with a vibrant discussion with colleagues 
about where business is going. Every day, business 
happens in The Royal Automobile Club of Australia.

Three leading Sydney business people will make up the 
panel discussing “Where will business be in 5 years from 
now.” Followed by a Q&A session and light refreshments.

Spend an evening in Sydney rubbing shoulders and 
learning from the best the secrets and directions 
successful businesses will be using in the years ahead.

Prizes including books by our speakers will be given 
away on the night. The final line-up of speakers will be 
announced in January. This event promises to provide 
networking opportunities as well as enjoyable and robust 
discussion about where we will all be in the near future.
Price includes a beverage and canapes, the bar will also 
be operating.
Contact the events team on 02 8273 2322 to book

Christmas Delicacies 

Sydney Conservatorium of 
Music

The Future of Business – A RACA 
Networking event
TUESDAY - 21ST FEBRUARY | $20 PP

Austrian Wine Night
On Tuesday November 22nd, over 140 guests joined 
RACA directors, the Austrian Consul General and Mr Willi 
Klinger (Head of the Austrian Wine Marketing Board) for 
a delicious and entertaining evening all about Austria’s 
greatest export – wine.

Knowing the difference between a Grüner Veltliner and 
a Welschriesling is one thing but Austrian wine goes so 
much further. Austria has one of the oldest winemaking 
cultures in the world, its highs and lows were outlined by 
Willi Klinger in an entertaining and informative talk and all 
present were treated to many impressive surprises.

As usual, our head chef and her team impressed all 
with the perfectly matched Austrian finger foods that 
circulated the room all night.

Dear Members,

This will be our last newsletter for this year. We do hope you enjoy 
some of the exceptional events we have coming up, not only this 
month but coming in February as well, including another Penfolds 
Wine Dinner where we will be offering 2 different Grange Vintages.

As many of you would know by now the AGM was held on Thursday 
the 20th of October 2016. For those in attendance you would have 
heard the President stating what a good result we were able to 
achieve in 2015/16. We have started this financial year a little slower 
than expected but still running to budget.

This year we were not required to run a postal ballot as we only had 
the required 9 nominee’s to be part of the Board. The nominated 
Board was announced at the AGM with the President, Vice President 
and Treasurer being decided upon at the Board Meeting that followed.

Mr Michael Callanan  (President)
Mr Jim Warren (Vice President)
Mr Gavin Thomas (Treasurer)
Mr Robert Armitage (Director)
Mr Graeme Jones (Director)
Ms Megan Lavender (Director)
Mr Fabian Marsden (Director)
Mr Nigel Renton (Director)
Mr Peter Reed (Director) 

As you will see above there has been a slight change to the Board 
this year, I would like to take this time to Thank Mr Gavin Thomas for 
his many years as President of the Club and all that he has done in 
this time, as well as thank Mr Lindsay Coleman for his time on the 
Board. Mr Thomas will continue to serve as Treasurer of the Club with 
Michael Callanan now taking on the Presidential duties. I would also 
like to welcome our new Director Mr Peter Reed. 

With 2016 coming to a swift end I would like to remind members of our 
closure period over January, starting from the 2nd and opening again 
on 23rd. This time will again be used to give the club a good clean and 
take care of certain maintenance issues, including starting a 2 year 
project of upgrading the Air Conditioning in 
the entire building. 

I would like to end by once again thanking all 
of our members for your ongoing support 
and to thank the staff for the tireless efforts 
over the 2016 year. May I wish you all a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
I look forward to seeing you on many 
occasions over the course of next year. 

ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF AUSTRALIA Incorporating Imperial Service Club Limited ABN 44 000 016 044
89 Macquarie St, Sydney NSW 2000 Australia  T: 02 8273 2300  F: 02 8273 2301  raca@raca.com.au  www.raca.com.au

RACANEWS
DECEMBER 2016



Dear Members,
I’m pleased to report our end of year Black Tie Henschke 
Dinner – our fifth - held in the Macquarie Room on Friday 18 
November was an outstanding success enjoyed immensely by 
the 72 members and their guests who attended. On behalf of 
the committee may I thank you all for coming and contribut-
ing so much to its success, and for your support throughout 
the year.
A big thank you also to the Club’s marketing and events teams 
for all their work behind the scenes, to the floor staff for their 
seamless service on the night, and to the Club’s Executive 
Chef Rebecca Kaye and her team for the magnificent and clev-
erly chosen menu. Rebecca kindly joined us after the cheese 
service, when she discussed the menu and fielded a number 
of questions.
Our thanks also to Henschke’s distributor, Fine Wine Partners, 
for all their help, and for arranging for Sarah Andrew, their 
manager Fine Wine and Education, to introduce and discuss 
the wines. Her knowledge of and passion for all matters 
vinous, in particular wines from the Henschke family, was 
obvious. 
Based on member feedback the most popular white wine 
was the Croft Chardonnay  (by a whisker from the Green’s 
Hill Riesling and the Louis Semillon), the most popular red the 
Hill of Grace, and the most popular food and wine combina-
tion the beef fillet served with the Johann’s Garden and the 
Abbott’s Prayer. In a nutshell all of the wines were outstand-
ing.
Our options game was fiercely contested; finally won by the 
last man standing - David Hall, who identified the mystery 
wine as the 2015 St Hallett ‘Gamekeepers’ from the Barossa 
Valley.
And so to next year, when our opening event will be the first 
of our very popular ‘tasting/tours’  for 2017 with the theme 
‘All sorts of Pinots from all sorts of places’. It’s scheduled for 
Thursday 23 February 2017, so please mark it in your diaries.
May I wish you all the best for the Christmas Season – the 
perfect opportunity to share good food and wine with family 
and friends, and a healthy and happy 2017. 
Graeme Jones
For the Corks ‘n’ Forks Committee
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The Board and CEO welcome the following new Members

Wine of the Month |    TYRELL’S OLD WINERY RANGE

Royal Automobile Club Motoring Corks 'n' Forks

Staff Gratuities Fund

From the Ladies Committee

Mr Bew Evans

Mr Daniel Fraser

Mr Peter Lanham

Ms Claudia Leung

Mr Anthony Mankarios

Ms Pamela Nash

Ms Danelia Robinson

Mr Paul Sanders

Dr John Smith

Dr Mark St Leon

Mr Gerald Thorley

Mrs Susan Thorley

Mr Warren Brainard-Smith

Our Old Winery range is named after our historic 
Hunter Valley winery, built in 1863 for the first vintage 
in 1864. A classic range of wines produced using fruit 
from premium Australian wine regions, Old Winery 
delivers distinctive varietal character and outstanding 
quality synonymous with the Tyrrell's name. Designed 
for immediate enjoyment, the Old Winery promise 
is to provide a quality wine to suit every palate 
preference at a refreshingly affordable price.

As members are aware, the club does not support a staff 
tipping policy. The trading results achieved by the club 
reflect not only on the support of members but also the 
service offered by all staff members. 

The Board encourages member support of the Staff 
Christmas Gratuities Fund to ensure that all staff receive 
some monetary recognition for their efforts in making our 
visits to the Club as pleasant as they always are. Members 
will be supplied with a gratuities donation form with 
statements this month. 

If you wish to contribute, please ring the club accounts 
team on 02 8273 2311 

We wrapped this year up with our final function 
on the 28th of November, with the excellent Di 
Solomon who came and performed Christmas 
carols. It was a joyous occasion for all those in 
attendance. 

I would like to thank everyone for their support 
over this year. To all those who have attend one 
or many of our luncheons we hope it has been 
as enjoyable for you as it has us. 

Thank you also to the staff for your endless 
hard work and effort, your work has not gone 
unnoticed or unappreciated. 

On behalf of all the Ladies Committee I wish you 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Warm Regards,
Mrs Margaret Dawes-Smith O.A.M
President of the Ladies Committee 

CHRISTMAS
RACA

CINEMA

NIGHT

$38PP

MACQUARIE

ROOM 7PM

15TH DEC

JOIN US
FOR A SPECIAL 

CHRISTMAS EVENT 
FEATURING OUR 10FT 

SCREEN, INCLUDED POPCORN & 
BEVERAGE PLUS COMFORTABLE SEATS

DRINKS, ICE CREAMS, LOLLIES AND NUTS 
WILL BE PURCHASABLE FROM THE BAR 

FOR YOU AND FRIENDS TO ENJOY!
STARRING JIMMY STEWART, DONNA REED AND DIRECTED BY FRANK CAPRA.

WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY LUNCHEONS

Christmas Carols
MRS LINDA HURLEY

DECEMBER  21ST

12pm start in the Macquarie Room. Bookings: Lorna Stone on 9522 8924

Note: For all WPS events, cancellation within 5 
days or no-shows will still be charged full price.

In the busy lead up to 
Christmas, take time to join 
the Women for a fun day of 
fellowship, food and 
friendly faces and frivolity. 
A bring a buy table will be

operating at this meeting – donations of 
home-made goodies are always very popular.
$30PP, INCLUDING SANDWICH LUNCH

BREXIT & the
Constitution
PHILIP BENWELL 

JANUARY 18TH

Philip Benwell is the longest 
serving head of any mainstream 
monarchist or republican 

organisation in Australia, having been national 
chairman of the Australian Monarchist League 
since its re-formation in 1993. His advice on the 
Australian and British Constitutions is often sought 
in Britain and elsewhere.

$70PP, 2 COURSE LUNCH

The advancement of motoring and the pursuit of motoring 
activities was the foundation on which the RACA was built. 
Today, Royal Automobile Club Motoring provides activities 
available to all RACA members. Some events appeal to dedi-
cated motoring enthusiasts while others will appeal to mem-
bers who enjoy a pleasant drive to a place of interest together 
with a long lunch or meeting with friends and fellow members 
at The Club.

You can also visit our facebook page to see something of 
our past activities and to see what RACA Motoring events are 
coming up.   https://www.facebook.com/RACAMEG

Do try and  make a note of some forthcoming RACA Motoring 
events and we hope you can join in: Please Contact Alan Hunt 
hunts@optusnet.com.au

MOTORING NEWS

Our group attended the Annual Tasman Trophy Revival meet-
ing at Sydney Motor Sport Park on November 20. This revival 
meeting is a highlight on our Motorsport programme and we 
were able to witness the dedicated RACA Trophy racing events 
for SA, SB and SC category Cars. Our Member and RACA 
Motorsport Emissary, Peter Eppel arranged for the RACA Club 
Trophies to be transported trackside and presented each 
trophy to the winner of each race on the winners podium. We 
have now re-established this wonderful connection for the 
RACA and Motorsport and the Trophies are now securely back 
at the Club on display in  their rightful home,  Members Bar.

We have almost concluded our year of exciting events which 
has included some really interesting meetings, motoring 
events, drives, lunches and Dinners. Our events vary in for-
mality which is a key to providing events that might appeal to a 
wider RACA membership. Our event calendar for 2017 is now 
almost full, so we do look forward to welcoming any Member 
to one or any of these events.

Our last event for this year is Christmas Drinks in Members 
Bar on Friday 9th December. Do try to come along to this 
casual event if you can.

UPCOMING EVENTS
FRIDAY 9 DECEMBER -  ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB 
MOTORING CHRISTMAS DRINKS, MEMBER BAR, 
VICTORIA ROOM FROM 6PM.

WEDNESDAY 1 FEBRUARY – MEETING WITH THE 
DIRECTOR OF RMS ON HISTORIC REGISTRATION. 
MEMBERS BAR FROM 6PM.

WEDNESDAY 1 MARCH – MEETING WITH THE ALVIS CAR 
CLUB

WEEKEND 28TH-30TH APRIL – EARLY NOTICE TO 
RESERVE THIS WEEKEND FOR YOUR DIARY RACA 
ANNUAL MOTORING TOUR

Get together with friends and family 
this December to celebrate Christmas in 
style with a delectable high tea in the 
Harbour Dining Room. 

With a live musical performance and 
Christmas carols take this time to 
unwind and relax while still celebrating 
Christmas, stepping inside your 
historical private club and away from 
the hustle and bustle of the eventful 
Sydney streets during the busy season.  

At $79 per person including a glass of 
champagne on arrival

Saturday the 17th of December 2-4pm in 
the Harbour Dining Room

Call events to book on 02 8273 2322 or email events@raca.com.au

Christmas High Tea with Carols

Celebrate Christmas in style, while enjoying 
a lavish Luncheon in the Harbour Dining 

Room or Macquarie Room.

We pride ourselves on serving you the finest 
Christmas fare in Sydney. 

This year our menu includes the freshest local 
seafood, festive roast meats including turkey, 
ham and lamb, served with roast and 
buttered vegetables, sauces, homemade 
chutneys and seasonal salads.

Indulge in traditional Christmas pudding, 
delicious tortes, cakes and pavlova and a 
wonderful selection of summer fruits and 
Australian cheese.

Join us with friends and family on this festive 
day as we partake in this bountiful meal, 
prepared by our Executive Chef and her team.

Adults: $152
Children 13-17 yrs: $125     

Children 3-12 yrs: $84  
All pricing includes beverages

Book Now on 8273 2322 or events@raca.com.au 
and celebrate Christmas Day Lunch with us.

Christmas Day Luncheon

New Years Eve Dinner

Come celebrate in style, enjoying a lavish 5 course dinner 
and beverages in the Harbour Dining Room with the view of 
the harbour. Watch the 9pm and midnight fireworks from 
our Harbour Dining Room or Rooftop!

Please call events on 02 8273 2322 or email events@raca.
com.au to secure your spot.

At the time of booking, 50% payment will be required and 
is non-refundable. The residual amount owing will then be 
charged on the 30th of November to either your House 
Account or Credit Card provided at the time of booking.

Ladies Committee Luncheons
 FEBRUARY 27 & MARCH 27   12PM THE MACQUARIE ROOM  $65PP 

Book on 02 8273 2322 or events@raca.com.au   

27 FEB - CLIMATE CHANGE
GUEST SPEAKER FROM THE
CLIMATE INSTITUTE OF AUSTRALIA 

27 MAR - GEORGETTE HEYER: QUEEN OF
THE REGENCY 
SUSANNAH FULLERTON 

Join us on the 27th of February for an exemplary 
Ladies Committee Luncheon as we bring to you a 
special guest speaker from Climate Institute for 
an interesting discussion on Chow Climate 
Change is a�ect our planet and the di�erence in 
the weather. 

Enjoy the wonderful world of literature through 
talks and travels with Susannah Fullerton, Sydney’s 
best-known literary lecturer. Susannah brings to life 
the lives and writings of great novelists and poets in 
her fascinating round of talks and lectures. Join her 
on the 27th of March as she brings to you Georgette 
Heyer: Queen of the Regency.

11TH FEBRUARY | 10:30AM | $75PP

Saturday Brunch in the Harbour Room  
 provides the ideal setting to gather 

   with friends and family or enjoy a table 
for two. The popular menu features a selection of 
inspired brunch favorites, including smoked 
salmon, almond French toast, and eggs benedict. 
Enhance the spirited atmosphere by sampling a 
specialty champagne cocktail or a signature Bloody 
Mary whilst listening to live jazz entertainment. 

CONTACT THE EVENTS TEAM TO BOOK (02) 8273 2322

CLUBNEWS
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